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RECOMMENDATIONS 

• Use the released prompts as a guide for discussion, thinking and planning 
• Expose students to the entire range of prompts and the formulas 
• DO NOT assign students to write complete essays to the released prompts 
• Review the purpose and features of persuasive writing (see Unit III Instruction) 
• Identify the features of argument including use of appeal and counterargument  
• Align text selections with writing activities 
• Walk students through the prompt formulas to identify main idea and clue words or 

cues 
• Use the prompt formulas to create similar alternate prompts for full compositions 
• Set up a system for walking students through the entire sequence and maintaining the 

information – interactive notebooks, composition books, journals, foldables, etc.  
• Provide embedded TEI practice frequently Drag and Drop, Hot Spot, graphic 

organizers) 
• Focus on composing, written expression and editing/revision equally 
• Create opportunities to plan, compose and edit electronically 
• Differentiate practice (small groups, centers) based on student needs (as determined 

by the diagnostic and/or quarterly formal writing, writing folders and reflection logs).  
• Move students toward being able to choose how much they need to write to prove 

their point 
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RELEASED EOC PROMPTS 
Prompt 

# PROMPT 

1 

Some say that the journey is more important than the destination. They argue 
that people find more joy and satisfaction in working toward a goal than in 
achieving it. Others say that it is the destination that gives meaning to the 
journey. They argue that the process of working toward a goal would be 
meaningless without its achievement. Take a position on this issue. Use reasons 
and specific examples to support your ideas. 

2 

Many schools require students to participate in volunteer programs in their 
communities as a requirement for graduation. However, some people feel that 
requiring students to volunteer defeats the purpose of volunteering. Do you think 
students should be required to volunteer in their communities to receive their 
high school diplomas? Take a position on this issue. Support your response with 
reasons and specific examples. 

3 

Because of safety concerns, many states have increased the age at which teens 
can begin to drive. Your state legislature is considering raising the minimum 
driving age from 16 to 18. Do you think the minimum driving age should be 
raised? Take a position on this issue. Support your response with reasons and 
specific examples. 

4 
The British naturalist and politician John Lubbock wrote, “Your character will 
be what you yourself choose to make it.” Do we choose our own character traits, 
or is our character formed by influences beyond our control? Take a position on 
this issue. Support your response with reasons and examples. 

5 
Thomas Jefferson wrote, “Determine never to be idle . . . It is wonderful how 
much may be done if we are always doing.” Do we accomplish more if we are 
always doing something, or does inactivity also serve a purpose? Take a position 
on this question. Support your response with reasons and specific examples. 

6 
It has been said that first impressions are almost impossible to change. Based on 
your experiences, do you agree or disagree with this statement? Take a position 
on this issue. Support your response with reasons and specific examples.  

7 
It has been said that a positive attitude is the key to success in life. Do you agree 
or disagree with this statement about the importance of attitude? Take a position 
on this issue. Support your response with reasons and specific examples. 

8 Author Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, “To be yourself in a world that is 
constantly trying to make you something else is the greatest accomplishment.” 
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Do you agree or disagree with Emerson’s statement about individuality? Take a 
position on this issue. Support your response with reasons and specific examples. 

9 
Author Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote, “Unless you try to do something beyond 
what you have already mastered, you will never grow.” Based on your 
experiences, do you agree or disagree with Emerson’s statement? Take a position 
on this issue. Support your response with reasons and specific examples. 

10 

Civil rights leader Mahatma Gandhi wrote, “The best way to find yourself is to 
lose yourself in the service of others.” Do you agree or disagree with Gandhi’s 
statement about the importance of helping others as a way of discovering more 
about yourself? Take a position on this issue. Support your response with 
reasons and specific examples. 

11 
Some people say that with dedication, persistence, and time, people can 
accomplish any goal. Others say that people are limited in what they can 
accomplish and need to be realistic when setting goals. Take a position on this 
issue. Use specific reasons and examples to support your ideas. 

12 

The great artist Michelangelo once said, “The greater danger for most of us lies 
not in setting our aim too high and falling short; but in setting our aim too low, 
and achieving our mark.” Do you agree or disagree with Michelangelo’s 
statement? Take a position on this issue. Support your response with details and 
specific examples. 

13 

Imagine your school cafeteria plans to change to a new, healthier school lunch 
menu, which would eliminate some of the students’ favorite cafeteria foods. Take 
a position on this issue and write to convince your principal whether this change 
to the school menu is a good idea or a bad idea. Use specific reasons and 
examples to support your position. 

14 
It has been said, “Failure is not the worst thing in the world. The very worst is 
not to try.” Do you agree or disagree with this statement? Take a position on this 
issue. Use reasons and specific examples to support your opinion. 

15 
Some people believe that students should be required to take a music, a drama, 
or an art class. Should students be required to take a class in the arts, or should 
such classes be electives? Take a position on this issue. Use reasons and specific 
examples to support your position. 

16 
Think about the benefits of working with a group or working alone. Which do 
you feel is more beneficial? Write to convince your teacher of your preference, 
either to work with a group or to work alone. Support your position with reasons 
and specific examples. 
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17 

Technology allows people to complete many tasks without having contact with 
others. People can check out books, shop, and play games without speaking to 
another person. Has the limitation of human contact due to the use of technology 
had positive or negative effects on people’s lives? Take a position on this 
question. Support your response with reasons and specific examples. 

18 
Some schools use cell phones in the classroom for educational purposes. Think 
about the effects of allowing students to have and use cell phones in classrooms. 
Take a position on this issue. Use reasons and specific examples to support your 
opinion. 

19 
Some schools offer distance learning as an option for students to attend classes 
from home by way of online or video conferencing. Do you think students would 
benefit from being able to attend classes from home? Take a position on this 
issue. Support your response with reasons and examples. 

20 

To conserve energy and resources, some businesses have adopted a four-day 
work week, with each day consisting of ten hours. Should your school follow this 
model by extending the school day two hours? After considering the benefits and 
disadvantages to a four-day school week, take a position on this issue. Support 
your response with reasons and examples. 

21 

In some societies, students are expected to identify a career by the time they 
enter high school. Their courses of study in high school are selected to guide 
them toward a specific career. Do you think it is a good idea for students to 
commit to a career at a young age? Take a position on this issue. Support your 
response with reasons and examples. 

22 

Some school districts offer programs that allow high school students to graduate 
in three years instead of the traditional four years. Most students who follow this 
plan must take courses during the summers or in the evenings or may not be able 
to take elective courses. Is it a good idea for students to finish high school in 
three years and enter college or the work force one year early? Take a position 
on this issue. Support your response with reasons and examples. 

23 

Research has shown that teenagers experience a change in their internal sleep 
clock so that waking up early and going to sleep early are difficult. Should high 
school classes begin later in the day and end later in the day to accommodate 
students’ natural sleep clocks? Consider some of the benefits and disadvantages 
to starting school later in the day. Take a position on this issue. Support your 
response with reasons and examples. 

24 
Many students become involved in extracurricular activities to enrich their 
educational experiences, and some even become involved in so many activities 
that they have little time to study or complete homework assignments. Should 
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schools control student involvement in extracurricular activities, or should the 
decision regarding extracurricular involvement be left to students and their 
families? Take a position on the issue. Support your response with reasons and 
examples. 

25 
Many people feel that American society is too competitive. Does competition lead 
to better products and results, or does it lead to a focus on winning at all costs? 
Is fierce competition a good idea or bad idea? Take a position on the issue. 
Support your response with reasons and examples. 

26 

Philosopher, physician, and humanitarian Albert Schweitzer said, “Example is 
not the main thing in influencing others; it is the only thing.” Is setting a good 
example by your own behavior the best way to influence other people, or are 
there better ways to influence others? Take a position on the issue. Support your 
response with reasons and examples. 

27 

Most students enjoy summer vacation, but some educators feel that the summer 
break is too long and that students do not retain information as easily when they 
return in the fall. Some people argue that there should be year-round schools, 
where there would be a 3–4 week break in the summer, a longer winter break, 
and a week off in the spring and fall. Does this sound like a good idea to you? 
Why or why not? Take a position on the issue. Support your response with 
reasons and examples. 

28 
Some states have now made it illegal to drive while using a hand-held cell phone. 
Do you agree or disagree with this law? Why or why not? Take a position on the 
issue. Support your response with reasons and examples. 

29 

Most public places, including schools, have installed video cameras for 
surveillance. Is the installation of surveillance cameras the best way to provide 
security, or is it a privacy violation that would not deliver what it promises? 
Take a position on this issue. Support your response with reasons and specific 
examples. 

30 

Former British Prime Minister Winston Churchill once said that “success 
consists of going from failure to failure without loss of enthusiasm.” Do you 
agree with Churchill’s statement about the important role that failure plays in 
the pursuit of success? Take a position on this question. Use reasons and specific 
examples to support your ideas. 

31 

People who value self-reliance define it as the need for each individual to follow 
his or her own instincts and ideas. Should people make their own decisions, or 
should they seek guidance from experts and authorities about life’s important 
matters? Take a position on this issue. Support your response with reasons and 
specific examples. 
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32 
Some schools require students to complete summer projects to assure they 
continue learning during their break. Should these summer projects be teacher-
designed or student-designed? Take a position on this question. Support your 
response with reasons and specific examples. 

33 

Some people believe in praising a student’s work to build self-esteem, even if the 
work is not the student’s best effort. They believe that students must be self-
confident in order to learn. Others believe that praise given for deficient work 
undermines learning by lowering standards. They believe that the source of true 
self-esteem is achievement. Does true self-esteem come from praise or does it 
come from achievement? Take a position on this issue. Use reasons and specific 
examples to support your ideas. 

34 

Many people enjoy the freedom of using cell phones wherever they go. Some 
people argue, however, that cell phone use should be limited because it may 
disturb others. Should people be allowed to use cell phones in places like stores, 
restaurants, and movie theaters, or should cellphone use in such places be 
banned? Take a position on this question. Use reasons and specific examples to 
support your views. 

35 

A city council is debating the adoption of a 10 P.M. weekday curfew and a 
midnight weekend curfew for teenagers. If the curfew is adopted, teenagers on 
the streets after those hours would be breaking the law. Do curfews keep 
teenagers out of trouble, or do they unfairly interfere in young people’s lives? 
Take a position on this question. Use reasons and specific examples to support 
your views. 

36 
Some people say that most teenagers are careless and do not think about the 
consequences of their actions. Do you agree or disagree with this idea? Take a 
position on this question. Use reasons and specific examples to support your 
opinion. 

 
  



 

Prepared by the Hampton City Schools Language Arts Department, January 2013 7 

RELEASED PROMPT FORMULAS 

 

FORMULA PROMPTS 

Some people say/believe [opinion]. They believe [opinion] because [reason or 
position]. Others say/believe [opposite opinion] because they feel that [reason 
or position]. 

1, 11, 33 

Many/some schools require students to [action]. However, some people feel 
that this is [why it is wrong]. Do you think students should be required to 
[take the specific action]? 

2, 24, 32 

Because of [a specific concern], many/some states have decided to [specific 
action]. Your legislature is also considering [hypothetical action]. Do you 
think [the specific action] should occur? 

3 

[Title] [Name] once wrote/said, “[Quote].” Do we [restate the quote] or 
[opposite of the quote]? Based on your experiences, do you agree or 
disagree? 

4, 5, 8, 9, 
10, 12, 26, 

30 

It has been said/some people say that [common saying]. Do you agree or 
disagree? 

6, 7, 14, 36 

Imagine that [authority] plans to [take a specific action]. Take a position on 
this issue and write to convince [relevant authority] whether this change is a 
good idea or a bad idea. 

13 

Some people believe [opinion about an action that others should be required 
to take]. Should [specific people] be required to [take specific action] or 
should [opposite action]? 

15 

Think about the benefits of [specific action] versus [counter action]. Which 
do you feel is more beneficial? Write to convince [relevant authority] of your 
preference, either to [the specific action] or to [opposite action]. 

16 

Some schools/school districts use/offer [thing]. Think about the effects of 
[action with the thing]. Is it a good idea for [people] to [action]? 

18, 19, 22 

To [achieve a benefit], some businesses/schools have [choice]. Should 
[organization] follow [the choice]? After considering the benefits and 
disadvantages [of the choice], take a position on this issue. 

20, 23 

In some societies/countries, people/students are expected to [action]. Do you 
think it is a good idea for [people] to [specific action]? 

21 
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Some/many people feel/argue [belief]. Does [one side of belief] or [other side 
of belief]? 

17, 25, 27 

Some states/public places have [taken an action]. Do you agree or disagree? 28, 29 

People who value [a specific quality] define it as [a positive definition of the 
quality]. Should people [follow the positive definition] or should they [do the 
opposite]? 

31 

Many people enjoy [something]. Some people argue, however, [limits] 
because [reason]. Should people be allowed to [choice] or should [opposite 
extreme]?  

34 

[A governing body] is debating [a law]. If the law passes, [the impact on 
specific individuals]. Do [the decisions] [positive result] or do they [negative 
result]? 

35 

 


