Davis 2012:  Archetypes in Literature
Carl Jung – Swiss psychologist and psychiatrist whose study of the nature of the human mind resulted in two basic concepts that are important in examining and analyzing literature..
1. Collective unconsciousness –unconscious/subconscious mental record of

all common human experiences ((examples –love, passion, birth, death, anger, peace, evil, spirituality, etc)
2. Archetype – a recurrent image, symbol, character or even situation that is an instinctual expression of man’s nature and experiences that are universal in nature..  Symbols which express our “collective unconscious,” which are our common human experiences
Common Character Archetypes
The Hero

· circumstances of his conception and birth are vague or unusual

· little or nothing is known of his childhood

· upon reaching manhood, he returns to his future kingdom

· after a victory of some sort, he reigns uneventfully for a time

· until he loses favor with gods

· often meets with a mysterious death

· Examples:   Beowulf, King Arthur

The Outcast

· a figure who has been cast out or  banished from a social group for some crime against his fellow man

· he/she is usually destined to become a wanderer

· Examples: Cain, Unferth

The Scapegoat

· the hero with whom the welfare of the people of the nation, kingdom, or tribe is identified and who must die to atone for the people’s sins in order to return the land to fruitfulness

· Examples:  Jesus Christ
The Devil Figure

· offers worldly goods, fame,

· knowledge to the protagonist in exchange for possession of his soul

· Examples: Lucifer, Satan, Hades

The Earth Mother
· symbolic of fruition and abundance as well as fertility
· Example - Mother Nature
The Star-Crossed

· This is the young couple joined by love but unexpectedly parted by fate.
· Example:
The Trickster

· In literature, mythology, and in the study of folklore and religion, a trickster is a god, goddess, spirit, man, woman, or anthropomorphic animal who plays tricks or otherwise disobeys normal rules and conventional behavior.
The Villain

· In film and literature as the "bad guy", "black hat", or "heavy" is an "evil" character in a story, whether a historical narrative or, especially, a work of fiction. The villain usually is the antagonist, the character who tends to have a negative effect on other characters.
The Rugged Individualist

· A person who is mentally and/or physically tough and is able to navigate through life without needing or relying on unnecessary assistance from outside forces.
Situational Archetypes
The Task

· to save the kingdom, to win the fair lady,, or to assume his rightful position, the hero must

· performs some superhuman deed

· Example: Arthur pulling the sword from the stone
The Quest

· The search for someone or some talisman which,

              when found and brought back, will restore

· fertility to a wasted land

· the desolate state of that land is mirrored by a

             leader’s illness and disability

· Examples: search for the Holly Grail,, Ahab’s quest for the albino whale

Common Image Archetypes

Certain Images that recur in myths and other genres of literature often have a common meaning or tend to elicit comparable psychological responses and to serve similar cultural functions.
Water

· birth, death, resurrection, purification, redemption,

              fertility, growth
· the sea – mother of all life,, the unconscious, timelessness

· rivers – baptism,, flowing of time,, phases of life cycle

Sun

· creative energy, father figure, passage of time and life, thinking, wisdom, and spiritual vision
· rising sun – birth,, creation,, enlightenment,, associated with the east

· setting sun – death,, destruction,, associated with tthe west

Shapes
· Circle: wholeness, unity, oneness

· Egg/Oval—the mystery of life and the forces of regeneration

Animals

· Serpent or worm—evil, corruption, healing energy and force, (but also, sometimes, sensuality)

· Dark-colored bird: raven, hawk—death, hate, corruption

· Light-colored bird: dove—peace, love, life

Numbers

· three – holy trinity, spiritual awareness, light

· four – life cycle, four seasons, the four elements (earth, air, fire, water), nature

· seven – most potent of all symbolic numbers because it signifies the union of 3 and 4, represents perfect order 
Colors

· Red—love, sacrifice, hate, evil, anger, violent passion, sin, blood, disorder
· Green—birth/death, fertility, luck, hope, jealousy, decay, greed

· Blue—sadness, spiritual purity, truth, religious feelings of security

· Black—power, doom, death, darkness, mystery, primal wisdom, unconscious evil

· White—purity, innocence, death, terror, supernatural, blinding truth
· Purple--royalty
Garden

· paradise, innocence, unspoiled feminine beauty, fertility

Tree

· growth, proliferation, life, immortality
Road or train

· journey through life

Desert

· lack of spirituality, death, hopelessness

